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not cliastise this one witli severe blows, because lie
is young-; we will only punish him by cutting
with a knife the hard part of his feet/ They took
the covering off his feet. Albinus instantly pro-
tected himself with the sign of the Cross. Then
he chanted with all intentness the twelfth psalm,
f In the Lord put I my trust'; and then the rustic,
half dead, the boy going before him with agile
step, fled into the basilica to the protection of the
saints/J

A cynical reader might suggest that the disci-
plinary officers of the School of York resorted in
those early times to unusual methods of maldng an
impression on a careless boy.

The Life proceeds to inform us that Alcuin was
trained under the prelate Hechbert, whom we know
as Ecgbert, Bishop and later Archbishop of York,
732 to 766. That learned man was a disciple of
Bede. He had under his tuition a flock of the
sons of nobles, some of whom studied grammar,
others the liberal arts, others the divine scriptures.1
They studied the doctrine set forth by ce the holy
apostle of "the English, Gregory; by Augustine,
his disciple; by holy Benedict2; also by Cuthbert
and Theodore, who followed in all things [a word
is omitted here, presumably the footsteps3] of their
first father and apostle4; and by the man most

1  The relative numbers of these three "sides" of the
School of York may possibly be indicated by the quidam,
alii, nonntdliy of the author.

2  Biscop.

s After a parenthetical paragraph the writer continues,

\ Apostles

meant, much more honorific words
would have been used.